THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
Thus two	fa this way the love of a child  to those who are related
opposing     to jt by ties of blood — and particularly to the parents — is such
v£ findm as to afford a convenient compromise between two sets of
simultaneous conflicting impulses — the impulses that tend to the development
gratification ^ object-love and those more primitive ones that manifest
themselves most clearly at the autoerotic and Narcissistic levels.
Such a compromise formation is, as we know, peculiarly
characteristic of the process of displacement. It is a general
law of mental progress in conation that in the new direction
of activity that results from a conflict of impulses, there are
to be found certain elements that are connected with the
satisfaction of both conflicting aims. As a ready means of
providing such common elements, the love of parents and of
other relatives may ' therefore in very many cases be supported
by the energy derived both from the Narcissistic and the
object-seeking components of affection. Hence another potent
reason for the widespread occurrence of this form of love.
The depend- (?) Another set of factors working towards the production
ence aspects g^ maintenance of the tendencies to incest are those connected
directly foster with the dependence of the youthful individiual on the family,
incestuous ^^ ^ fa^ $&$ implies. We have already, in Chapters IV
and V studied the manner in which the inertia of habit, the
difficulties involved in the growth of individuality, the efforts
required for self-governance, self-maintenance and independence
and the tendency to regress to an earlier stage of development
in the face of obstacles, all combine to produce the retention
of, or the return to, a relatively infantile attitude towards the
family. We were there chiefly concerned with the aspects of
self-preservation and self-expression rather than with the aspects
of love or reproduction, but it is evident that the infantile and
childish stages of both aspects must be associated with one
another, so that a fixation at an early stage of development
with regard to one aspect will be likely to bring with it a
corresponding fixation as regards the other. Thus, for instance,
an undue reluctance to abandon the conception of the mother
as the protector and provider of childhood may easily entail a
similar failure of growth on the erotic side. In general it would
appear that the inertia of the human mind, which so often
involves a failure to emancipate the self from the trammels of
the early family life, will tend inevitably to produce a corre-

